
 

OPENING CEREMONY OF TAM KIM PRIMARY SCHOOL IN 

NGUYEN BINH DISTRICT, CAO BANG PROVINCE 

On 21 January, 2014 
 

1 6-classroom building opening ceremony: A meaningful Tet 

gift for students of Tam Kim Primary school. 

 

 
 

(GDVN) - The Boeing Company and the family of General Vo Nguyen Giap has joined hands to 

build a new school and equip a computer lab for Tam Kim’s students (Nguyen Binh, Cao Bang).  

On January 1st, The US$180,000 primary school complex, funded by Boeing Company together 
with contribution from the local authorities and the family of General Vo Nguyen Giap. The project was 
spearheaded by the Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation in collaboration with the family of General 
Vo Nguyen Giap and Nguyen Binh District People’s Committee.   

Tam Kim commune (Nguyen  Binh, Cao Bang), where General Giap established the People’s Army 
of Vietnam with the first 34 soldiers, on December 22nd, 1944 in Cao Bang Province - a province bordering 
China.  

The complex contains a new two-story classroom building, three renovated rooms, a computer lab, a 
new fenced-in playground, and a clean water system. Wheelchairs ramps were built as an integral part of 
the school buildings in order to ensure students and parents with a disability can access the school. The 
fully-equipped school will serve the commune’s approximately 147 students and 13 teachers. 

 
Students of moutainous commune Tam Kim 

 
 The school’s dedication ceremony marked General Vo Nguyen Giap's last gift to the people of Tam Kim. 
Construction of the school started in 2013 when General Giap was still alive at age 102.  

Attending the ceremony were General Vo Nguyen Giap’s son Vo Hong Nam and daughter-in-law, and 
family friends, Jim Polmanteer, representative of Boeing in Vietnam, and Dr Paul Brown senior advisor of 
Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation. Mr Polmanteer and Dr Brown travelled to Vietnam for this 
important event.  



“We all agree that education is essential for children all over the world to learn, grow, live their 
dreams, and make our world an even better place”, said Mr. Polmanteer. "Boeing Commercial Airplanes is 
committed to the development of children’s education here in Vietnam by supporting new school projects 
like Tam Kim School that holds great promise for growth and achievement.  

 “The School was dedicated today on the occasion of Vietnamese New Year as a gift to the students 
and teacher of Tam Kim Commune. It is also another example of excellent business and educational 
cooperation between Vietnam and the United States.” Senior Advisor Paul Brown of Vietnam Veterans of 
America Foundation said. 

 

 

 

 
The new primary complex encompasses 6 new classrooms, a computer lab and new educational 

facilities jointly financed by the Boeing Company, local authority and the family of Gen. Vo Nguyen 

Giap. 
 

 

Ambassador to Vietnam David Shear in a video message, to the students of Tam Kim Commune, 
Ambassador Shear wished them success and said, “While your new school will allow you greater access to 
knowledge and information, it is up to each one of you to seize the opportunities it provides. By 
contributing to the development of 26 school projects across Vietnam, Boeing continues to demonstrate the 
importance of corporate social responsibility wherever it operates,” 

General Vo Nguyen Giap’s family, together with the TECAPRO company, donated an entire 
computer lab to the school with a hope that computers with internet connectivity will provide educational 
opportunities for the ethnic minority children of Tam Kim to learn, share, create, and collaborate. With new 
applications installed in the system of new computers connected to internet, the teachers of Tam Kim can 
now access on-line educational content to facilitate their teaching. General Giap’s son Mr Vo Hong Nam 
thanked the Nguyen Binh District People’s Committee. He said his parents who were teachers strongly 
believed in providing all children with computer skills as part of their education. 

            Mr Vo Hong Nam said: “Here, near the historic site of the Tran Hung Dao Forest where the Armed 
Propaganda Team with 34 members, the first unit of the Vietnam’s People’s Army, was established, we 



bring computers with internet connectivity to geographically remote children and teachers in Tam Kim 
Primary school. 
General Vo Nguyen Giap’s family, the Boeing Company, and VVAF also donated winter jackets, blankets, 
and books to the students and teachers of Tam Kim Primary School. Private donations were also presented 
at the hand-over event, including 300 pairs of socks from Supertex Corporation, 200 books from Ms Hoang 
Tuyet Mai, and 30 scholarships for students of Tam Kim Primary School from Ms Hoang Thi Hong Nhung, 
Ms Nguyen Nam Nga and Ms Kieu Thu Ha.  

VVAF is a US-based non-government organization that is a close friend of Vietnam since its first US 
veterans who served in Vietnam came to Hanoi at the invitation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
December 1981. With representative office in Vietnam since 1994, VVAF addresses the consequence of 
war through mine action program, support for people with disability especially those affected by Agent 
Orange, community-based mental health program, and education.  

Boeing Company is present in Vietnam since the US-Vietnam trade relations were established in 1994, 
Boeing has actively participated in a number of humanitarian programs including education and support to 
people with disability. To date, Boeing has contributed to 26 schools in remote and disadvantaged areas in 
Vietnam. In 2012-2014, through VVAF, Boeing sponsors three schools in Thai Nguyen, Hoa Binh and Cao 
Bang. In 2010, Boeing and VVAF received the Humanitarian Award from the Ethnic Minority Committee 
of the National Assembly of Vietnam for its work since 2004 contributing to improvement of ethnic 
minority communities in Vietnam.  

 
http://giaoduc.net.vn/Xa-hoi/Khanh-thanh-nha-hoc-6-phong-Mon-qua-Tet-y-nghia-danh-tang-HS-Tam-
Kim-post137601.gd 

Written by Pham Lieu 
2 Boeing, US veterans, General Giap’s family build school 

 

 

The Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation (VVAF) and General Vo Nguyen Giap’s family have built a primary 
complex on a former battle field in the northern province of Cao Bang. 

The complex cost USD180,000 and is located in, Tam Kim Commune, Nguyen Binh District, where General Giap 
established the People’s Army of Vietnam, with the only 34 soldiers on December 22, 1944. 

   



Ribbon cutting at the opening ceremony of the new school on January 21 

The complex encompasses a new two-story classroom building, three renovated rooms, a computer lab, a new fenced-in 
playground, and a clean water system. 

Wheelchair ramps were built in as part of the school buildings in order to ensure access for students and parents with 
disabilities. 

The school’s dedication ceremony marked General Vo Nguyen Giap's last gift to the people of Tam Kim. Construction of 
the school started in 2013 when General Giap was still alive. 

   

Most students are from ethnic minority groups 

The fully-equipped school will serve the commune’s 147 students and will employ 13 teachers. As many as 75% of the 
students and teachers are from ethnic minority groups, including Tay, Dao, and Ngai, many of whom are living under the 
poverty line. 

Speaking at the launch ceremony, on December 21, General Giap’s son, Vo Hong Nam, said, “When my father was still 
alive, he was greatly pleased to know that the grandchildren of the people who had contributed to the liberation of Vietnam 
in 1945 would have new rooms for studying and new places for playing.” 



 

General Giap’s Vo Hong Nam granting gifts to the school 

Jim Polmanteer, a representative of Boeing in Vietnam, said, “We all agree that education is essential for children all over 
the world to learn, grow, live their dreams and make our world an even better place.” 

   

Scholarships given to students at Tam Kim Primary School 

On the occasion, 30 scholarships, 200 books, 300 pairs of socks and a number of jackets were also given to students and 
teachers. 

http://www.dtinews.vn/en/news/020/33041/us-veterans--general-giap-s-family-build-school.html 

 

By Phuong Nhung  

 

3 Primary school inaugurated in Cao Bang  

 



 

 
PANO - A nearly US $180,000 primary school was inaugurated on January 21st in Tam Kim commune, 

Nguyen Binh district, Cao Bang province.  

 

 

The Tam Kim Primary School was constructed last year under the auspices of the Boeing Company, 

General Vo Nguyen Giap’s family and the locality.  

This two-storey facility has a computer room, a playground and a fresh water system. Designed to suit 

pupils with disabilities as well, this school will be for 147 pupils and 13 teachers, mainly Tay, Dao and 

Ngai ethnic minority people.  

General Vo Nguyen Giap’s family and TECAPRO Company also provided modern study equipment for 

these pupils.  

On the occasion, the sponsors and some beneficiaries, including the Vietnam Veterans of American Fund 

(VVAF), presented the school with warm clothing, blankets and books.  

http://www.qdnd.vn/qdndsubsite/en-US/75/72/182/155/160/284648/Default.aspx 

Translated by Mai Huong 
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The Boeing Company and the family of General Vo Nguyen Giap have joined hands to build a new 

school and equip a computer lab for Tam Kim’s students (Nguyen Binh, Cao Bang).  

On January 1st, The US$180,000 primary school complex, funded by Boeing Company together 
with contribution from the local authorities and the family of General Vo Nguyen Giap. The project was 
spearheaded by the Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation in collaboration with the family of General 
Vo Nguyen Giap and Nguyen Binh District People’s Committee.   

Tam Kim commune (Nguyen  Binh, Cao Bang), where General Giap established the People’s Army 
of Vietnam with the first 34 soldiers, on December 22nd, 1944 in Cao Bang Province - a province bordering 
China.  

The complex contains a new two-story classroom building, three renovated rooms, a computer lab, a 
new fenced-in playground, and a clean water system. Wheelchairs ramps were built as an integral part of 
the school buildings in order to ensure students and parents with a disability can access the school. The 
fully-equipped school will serve the commune’s approximately 147 students and 13 teachers.  

The school’s dedication ceremony marked General Vo Nguyen Giap's last gift to the people of Tam Kim. 
Construction of the school started in 2013 when General Giap was still alive at age 102.  

Attending the ceremony were General Vo Nguyen Giap’s son Vo Hong Nam and daughter-in-law, and 
family friends, Jim Polmanteer, representative of Boeing in Vietnam, and Dr Paul Brown senior advisor of 
Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation. Mr Polmanteer and Dr Brown travelled to Vietnam for this 
important event.  

“We all agree that education is essential for children all over the world to learn, grow, live their 
dreams, and make our world an even better place”, said Mr. Polmanteer. "Boeing Commercial Airplanes is 
committed to the development of children’s education here in Vietnam by supporting new school projects 
like Tam Kim School that holds great promise for growth and achievement.  



 “The School was dedicated today on the occasion of Vietnamese New Year as a gift to the students and 

teacher of Tam Kim Commune. It is also another example of excellent business and educational 

cooperation between Vietnam and the United States.” Senior Advisor Paul Brown of Vietnam Veterans of 

America Foundation said. 

 

Ambassador to Vietnam David Shear in a video message. To the students of Tam Kim Commune, 
Ambassador Shear wished them success and said, “While your new school will allow you greater access to 
knowledge and information, it is up to each one of you to seize the opportunities it provides. By 
contributing to the development of 26 school projects across Vietnam, Boeing continues to demonstrate the 
importance of corporate social responsibility wherever it operates,” 

General Vo Nguyen Giap’s family, together with the TECAPRO company, donated an entire 
computer lab to the school with a hope that computers with internet connectivity will provide educational 
opportunities for the ethnic minority children of Tam Kim to learn, share, create, and collaborate. With new 
applications installed in the system of new computers connected to internet, the teachers of Tam Kim can 
now access on-line educational content to facilitate their teaching.  

General Giap’s son Mr Vo Hong Nam thanked the Nguyen Binh District People’s Committee. He 
said his parents who were teachers strongly believed in providing all children with computer skills as part of 
their education. 

 

  

 
15 computers that the family of Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap granted Tam Kim primary school. 

            Mr Vo Hong Nam said: “Here, near the historic site of the Tran Hung Dao Forest where the Armed 

Propaganda Team with 34 members, the first unit of the Vietnam’s People’s Army, was established, we 

bring computers with internet connectivity to geographically remote children and teachers in Tam Kim 

Primary school. 



 

General Vo Nguyen Giap’s family, the Boeing Company, and VVAF also donated winter jackets, blankets, 

and books to the students and teachers of Tam Kim Primary School. Private donations were also presented 

at the hand-over event.  

 VVAF is a US-based non-government organization that is a close friend of Vietnam since its first US 

veterans who served in Vietnam came to Hanoi at the invitation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 

December 1981. With representative office in Vietnam since 1994, VVAF addresses the consequence of 

war through mine action program, support for people with disability especially those affected by Agent 

Orange, community-based mental health program, and education.  

Boeing Company is present in Vietnam since the US-Vietnam trade relations were established in 1994, 

Boeing has actively participated in a number of humanitarian programs including education and support to 

people with disability. To date, Boeing has contributed to 26 schools in remote and disadvantaged areas in 

Vietnam. In 2012-2014, through VVAF, Boeing sponsors three schools in Thai Nguyen, Hoa Binh and Cao 

Bang. In 2010, Boeing and VVAF received the Humanitarian Award from the Ethnic Minority Committee 

of the National Assembly of Vietnam for its work since 2004 contributing to improvement of ethnic 

minority communities in Vietnam.  

http://caobangtv.gov.vn/index.php?language=vi&nv=news&op=Tin-tuc-su-kien/Khanh-thanh-nha-hoc-6-

pho-ng-Mon-qua-Tet-y-nghia-danh-tang-HS-Tam-Kim-558 
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The dedication of 6-classroom building, Tam Kim Primary school, Nguyen Binh district, Cao Bang 
province took place on January 21th .  

Tam Kim commune is where Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap established the Armed Propaganda Team 70 years ago, 
on December 22th, 1944.  

Known as the heroic land of revolution, Tam Kim is where Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap considered as his second 
homeland. When he was alive, he always hope students of this land to have opportunity to study in spacious 
schools.  

The school’s dedication ceremony marked General Vo Nguyen Giap’s last gift to the people of Tam 
Kim. The school was built in 2013 when 102-years-old General Giap was still alive.  

The dream of teachers and students of Tam Kim primary school of having a new spacious and convenient 
school has come true thanks to the support of the Boeing Company and the family of Gen. Vo Nguyen 
Giap. 
The complex buidling project is jointly implemented by VVAF, the family of Gen.Vo Nguyen Giap and the 
People’s committee of Nguyen Binh district.  



 
 Students of Tam Kim Primary school in their new classroom 

“The School was dedicated today on the occasion of Vietnamese New Year as a gift to the students 
and teacher of Tam Kim Commune. It is also another example of excellent business and educational 
cooperation between Vietnam and the United States.” Senior Advisor Paul Brown of Vietnam Veterans of 
America Foundation said. 

General Vo Nguyen Giap’s family, together with the TECAPRO company, donated an entire 
computer lab to the school with a hope that computers with internet connectivity will provide educational 
opportunities for the ethnic minority children of Tam Kim to learn, share, create, and collaborate. General 
Giap’s son Mr Vo Hong Nam thanked the Nguyen Binh District People’s Committee. He said his parents 
who were teachers strongly believed in providing all children with computer skills as part of their 
education. 

On the occasion, 30 scholarships, 200 books, 300 pairs of socks and a number of jackets were also given to 
students and teachers. 

 
6 US veterans, Boeing, General Giap’s family build school 

 

 
 The Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation (VVAF) and General Vo Nguyen Giap’s family have built a 
primary complex on a former battle field in the northern province of Cao Bang. 

The complex cost USD180,000 and is located in, Tam Kim Commune, Nguyen Binh District, where 
General Giap established the People’s Army of Vietnam, with the only 34 soldiers on December 22, 1944. 



 
Ribbon cutting at the event  

 
Ribbon cutting at the opening ceremony of the new school on January 21 The complex encompasses a new 
two-story classroom building, three renovated rooms, a computer lab, a new fenced-in playground, and a 
clean water system. 

Wheelchair ramps were built in as part of the school buildings in order to ensure access for students and 
parents with disabilities. 

The school’s dedication ceremony marked General Vo Nguyen Giap’s last gift to the people of Tam Kim. 
Construction of the school started in 2013 when General Giap was still alive. 

 
Most students are from ethnic minority groups 

The fully-equipped school will serve the commune’s 147 students and will employ 13 teachers. As many as 
75% of the students and teachers are from ethnic minority groups, including Tay, Dao, and Ngai, many of 
whom are living under the poverty line. 

Speaking at the launch ceremony, on December 21, General Giap’s son, Vo Hong Nam, said, “When my 
father was still alive, he was greatly pleased to know that the grandchildren of the people who had 
contributed to the liberation of Vietnam in 1945 would have new rooms for studying and new places for 
playing.” 

Jim Polmanteer, a representative of Boeing in Vietnam, said, “We all agree that education is essential for 



children all over the world to learn, grow, live their dreams and make our world an even better place.” 

 
Scholarships given to students at Tam Kim Primary School On the occasion, 30 scholarships, 200 books, 

300 pairs of socks and a number of jackets were also given to students and teachers 
 
http://talkvietnam.com/2014/01/us-veterans-general-giaps-family-build-school/#.UuCbwicxXIV 
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